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Closed Sea reveals the untold story of the endangered 
migrants who attempted to escape Libya to Italy during the 
2011 war, only to be returned to the hands of Gaddafi as a 
result of a prior agreement signed between Berlusconi and 
Gaddafi.

During a perilous journey by boat from Libya to Italy, our 
protagonists become adrift, facing near certain death on 
the waves. A sighting, and subsequent rescue, by the Italian 
Navy cause scenes of unbridled joy and celebration – all 
captured by the stranded refuges on camera-phone.

Their joy though was to be short lived as it soon became 
clear that their rescuers had other plans. 

Closed Sea meets the refugees who were forced back into 
the hands of the dictator, and witnesses the abuses faced 
by those who dared to attempt an escape. Families are 
divided and in limbo as Gaddafi’s regime crumbles and the 
revolution gains pace, though it is the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg that truly determine the final 
fate of our protagonists.

From their battered vessels and failed rescue to their 
subsequent imprisonment, tenure at a refugee camp and 
onward to the distant European Court of Human Rights. 
Closed Sea captures the dramatic stories of those whose 
lives were torn apart and forgotten, not just by Gaddafi, 
but his allies in Europe who claim to stand for freedom and 
human dignity.


