FINDING FIDEL

The Journey of Hrik Durschmied

Finding Fidel tells the remarkable story of war cameraman Erik
Durschmied, who in 1958 journeyed to Cuba’s Sierra Maestra
mountains to interview a little-known rebel leader named Fidel
Castro. A month later, Castro’s band of fighters rolled into Ha-
vana, and the world would never be the same.

Intercutting Duschmeid’s reflections on the lost promise of Cas-
tro’s Revolution with his rarely seen interview with the young
Fidel, award winning filmmaker Bay Weyman explores the hinge
of fate, the vagaries of history, and the power of media in both
men’s lives. Durschmied spent weeks in Castro’s guerrilla head-
quarters, filming fascinating scenes of camp life with the rebels,
and conducting the only known English-language interview with
Fidel from the period just before he came to power. The inter-
view is a unique time capsule, vividly depicting Castro’s early
views, his struggle against the dictator Batista, and his goals for
the Revolution.

Finding Fidel follows Durschmied as he returns to Cuba on the
50th Anniversary of the Revolution, retracing his original route
to the mountains. Durschmied tells the true story behind his in-
terviews with Fidel, and of the future dictator’s consummate use
of the media to control his message and create his image. The
daring young cameraman brought Castro’s message to the world
just as Havana fell.

a 1 x 55" or 1 x 89" documentary from Bay Weyman
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